
Expenditure categories description 

The OHCHR report of financial performance is based on eight reporting categories approved by the 

Chief Executives Board for Coordination (CEB) Finance and Budget Network.  

 Staff and other personnel costs:  Includes all related staff, consultants and temporary staff 

costs recruited directly by the organisation, and all staff entitlements. 

 Travel:  Includes staff and non-staff travel paid for by the organisation directly related to 

project activities. 

 Contractual services:  Services contracted by the organisation which follow the normal 

procurement processes. 

 General operating and other direct costs:  Includes all general operating costs for running an 

office or project (examples include office supplies, telecommunications, rents, finance 

charges and other costs, which cannot be mapped to other expense categories). 

 Supplies, commodities, materials:  Includes all direct and indirect costs of consumables (e.g. 

freight, transport, delivery, distribution) associated with procurement of supplies, 

commodities and materials. 

 Equipment, vehicles and furniture:  Includes all costs associated with procurement of non-

consumables to put asset in service. 

 Transfers and grants to counterparts:  Includes transfers to national counterparts and any 

other transfers given to an implementing partner (e.g. NGO) which is not similar to a 

commercial service contract as per above (non-exchange transactions). 

 Indirect support costs:  Charge the UN collects on trust fund or extrabudgetary expenditures 

as programme support costs (PSC).  The PSC charge is expressed as a percentage of direct 

costs (rate of 13% endorsed by the UN General Assembly and applicable to all OHCHR trust 

funds) to recover incremental indirect costs.  Incremental costs are defined as the additional 

costs incurred supporting activities financed from extrabudgetary contributions (examples 

include (i) services provided by the central administration of human, financial, physical and 

IT resources;  (ii) staffing, facilities, equipment, activities and legal liabilities related to (i) 

above;  (iii) implementation of UN-wide initiatives related to (i) above;  oversight).    
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