Economic & business news from Belgium – March/April 2011
1. Foreign investments in Belgium 

This section was prepared in collaboration between the Federal Public Service (FPS) Foreign Affairs and the Liaison Cell Federal-Regions Foreign Investments. The Liaison Cell was created in 1995 as a result of the Cooperation Agreement “Foreign Investments” of 7 February 1995. Its mission is to raise important issues concerning the investment climate in Belgium to policy makers, and create synergies between all the Belgian authorities involved in the attraction of foreign investments. The following authorities are represented in the Cell: FPS Foreign Affairs, FPS Economy, FPS Finance, Flanders Investment and Trade (FIT), Agence wallonne à l’Exportation et aux Investissements Etrangers (AWEX), the Brussels Enterprise Agency (BEA) and the Ministry of the Brussels-Capital Region. Its chair is held by the Regions on a rotating basis and its secretariat is ensured by the FPS Economy.

Contact:  

Secretariat of the Liaison Cell 

FPS Economie 
Vooruitgangstraat 50 rue du Progrès 
B-1210 Brussels

tel : 02/277.69.13 
Colette.Vanstraelen@economie.fgov.be
Tax Survey
The FPS Finance informs that the Tax Survey is available in Dutch, English and French. It can also be referred to on our website at www.docufin.fgov.be, where it can be downloaded as a pdf-file.

By publishing the "Tax Survey", the Research and Information Department of the Federal Public Service Finance aims at providing a regularly updated overview of the tax legislation in Belgium. The subject being particularly intricate, this brochure cannot of course cover every specific regulation: only essential details or the most frequently occurring cases will be described here.
The first part of the Tax Survey deals with direct taxation: personal income tax (PIT), corporate income tax (CIT) and legal entities income tax (LEIT). The non-resident income tax (NRIT) is not dealt with: it is a very specific domain one can only give a good perception of if the international agreements applicable to the bilateral situations are also dealt with. The last chapters deal with withholding taxes and advance payments. This first part also deals with special corporate income tax regimes (advance ruling procedures, coordination centres, SICAV, etc.).
The second part of the survey deals with indirect taxation: VAT, registration duties, estate duties, miscellaneous duties and taxes, excise duties, ecotaxes, etc.
This Memento only describes the taxes which are or were the responsibility of the Federal Public Service Finance. A certain number of those taxes are now the responsibility of the Regions. As a result, the information relating to the last-mentioned taxes is purely indicative.

Unless stated otherwise, the legislation described is the one which applies:

– to 2010 income (tax year 2011) in the matter of direct taxation, with the exception

of withholding taxes (part I, chapters 1 to 4);

– on 1 January 2011 as far as indirect taxation (part II) and withholding taxes (part I,

chapters 5 to 7) are concerned.

The circulars this Tax Survey refers to are available in the “Fiscal database” (Fisconetplus) on the homepage of the website of the FPS Finance (Fiscal discipline – Income tax – Administrative directives and comments – Circular letters; only available in French and Dutch).
http://www.minfin.fgov.be
American company Pfizer Animal Health invests €22 million in Louvain-la-Neuve
The American company Pfizer Animal Health is investing €22 million in the expansion of its pilot factory in Louvain-la-Neuve (Walloon Brabant province) and in the transfer of a research and development laboratory for veterinary medicine from Sandwich (UK). 
The pilot factory in Louvain-la-Neuve, inaugurated in April 2008, provides a space to develop new products and production processes. Small batches of vaccines for animals are produced here in the clinical development phase. 
Pfizer is to begin by expanding the pilot factory. A new 1,300-m² centre will provide space for the entire chain of the research, development and production of new antigens; the active component of vaccines. The investment is set to improve production output and flexibility. Under normal circumstances the pilot factory will produce small amounts to support the development and registration process, but can - if need be - quickly step up its production capacity. The new centre will be fully operational by the end of 2012. 
Pfizer is also transferring a share of its R&D activities in veterinary medicine from Sandwich (UK) to Zaventem (Flemish Brabant province), which will eventually employ 90 researchers. In addition, Pfizer is to build a new and fully equipped laboratory for vaccine analysis in Louvain-la-Neuve. The laboratory is destined to finetune new vaccines, analyse the results of clinical tests and develop control procedures. It will also offer unique opportunities for cooperation with Belgian universities, specialised research centres and companies.
 
http://www.pfizer.be/sites/be/fr/media/press_bulletins/in_general/Pages/PfizerAnimalHealthinvestit22millionsdeurosaLouvain-la-Neuve.aspx
Swiss group Holcim invests € 600 million in Belgium
The Obesco2 project, launched by the cement manufacturer Holcim, is split over two sites. It aims to transfer the Obourg cement works which operate using wet technology to a factory equipped with dry technology. Factories with so-called dry technology offer greater operational flexibility. This project will reduce Obourg’s energy consumption by 40% and its atmospheric emissions (CO2, NOx, etc.). 

Obesco2 also aims to open a new quarry on a 157ha quarry zone in Antoing and Tournai (on the left bank of the river Scheldt), the objective being for the site to be operational on the 1st of January 2016. 
It relates to € 400 to 600 million worth of investment which will preserve local jobs in Hainaut (around 160 people) and lead to the creation of 40 jobs at the quarry site.

© Ph. Lawson - La Libre - 05/04/2011
http://www.holcim.be
Second Microsoft Innovation Center opened in Belgium
IT giant Microsoft has opened a Microsoft Innovation Center (MIC) in Etterbeek, Brussels. This is now the second MIC in Belgium. The American group has already opened an Innovation Center in Mons (province of Hainaut). 

The new Innovation Center has three tasks: helping SMEs to further develop their technological capacity, to stimulate innovation and to give specific training to job seekers, employees and the self-employed.
The aim is to create dozens of new start-ups every year and offer training to 150 people. The Brussels-Capital Region and Microsoft are going to invest € 250,000 per year into the Innovation Center. These two partners are looking for a third investor. Microsoft has 110 Innovation Centers worldwide.
http://www.microsoft.com/belux/fr/presspass/2011/cloud-center.mspx
American multinational Cargill is investing in Izegem again
Cargill is an international producer and marketer of food, agricultural, financial and industrial products and services. Founded in 1865, the company employs 131,000 people in 66 countries. Cargill has been active in Belgium since 1953 and now has over 1,000 employees there at eight locations: Antwerp (two plants), Izegem, Ghent, Herent, Vilvoorde, Mechelen and Mouscron. 

Over the next few years, the American multinational is investing € 8 to 10 million in its site in Izegem (West-Vlaanderen province), resulting in about twenty job vacancies.
Cargill has invested € 38 million in Izegem since 1998, when the company acquired the plant from the European food group Vandemoortele. Currently, Cargill Izegem is building twelve new storage tanks that have to be ready for use by this summer.

Cargill in Izegem focuses on the refining of vegetable oils and on the bottling of 350 million liters per year. The products that are being processed into baby food are a major market segment for Izegem.

http://www.cargill.be/belgium/en/home 
American company Deltek launches new office in Belgium
Deltek, a leading global provider of enterprise and government software and information solutions with headquarters in Virginia (US), is expanding its reach to the Belgian and Luxembourg markets by opening a new regional office in Diegem (province of Flemish Brabant). That is part of the group’s European growth strategy.

Deltek has ambitious plans for penetrating the European marketplace, and Benelux will be a key market for the company in the coming years. 

http://www.deltek.com/company/pressroom/showfullstory.asp?show=584
http://www.ipaworld.com
http://www.datanews.be
http://www.computable.nl
American company Fredrix Print Canvas opens new warehouse in Belgium
Fredrix Print Canvas, the world’s leading manufacturer of fine quality canvas products, owned by Tara Materials, Inc., is based in Lawrenceville, GA., USA. The company is strengthening its ties with the European market by means of a new warehouse in the Belgian town of Rekkem (West-Vlaanderen province). It is now fully stocked and operational.

Fredrix applied its expertise in artist's canvas to offer a complete range of canvas for archival digital printing. In the new Rekkem warehouse you can now purchase from an inventory of Fredrix inkjet and solvent/UV curable canvas rolls, priced in euros, available for delivery from local freight and parcel companies.

By greatly improving cost and delivery times throughout Europe, Fredrix products will be more readily accessible to the fine art, décor and other markets for canvas media.

http://www.fredrixprintcanvas.com/assets/Pdf/newWHSE_PR.pdf
http://www.taramaterials.com/
Ghent welcomes the fifteenth Belgian outlet for MediaMarkt, the German electronics chain
The electronics chain MediaMarkt, which is part of the German retail concern Metro, opens its fifteenth Belgian outlet next year in Zwijnaarde, near Ghent. MediaMarkt’s sister company Saturn is also considering the Ghent region to establish its seventh Belgian store.

http://www.mediamarkt.com
Croatian company ECS sets up headquarters in Brussels  
European & Corporate Strategy, the leading Croatian company in the legal, financial and strategic consultancy field, has set up its headquarters in Brussels. The company has operations in Zagreb, Sarajevo, Belgrade, Skopje, Podgorica, Kiev, Pristine and Tirana. 

European & Corporate Strategy advises its clients on relations with the EU institutions and on the issues that impact on their businesses.

http://www.ecs-brussels.com/
Dutch company Abecon opens subsidiary in Ghent
Abecon, the Dutch specialist in corporate IT solutions, launches a subsidiary in Belgium. It wants to support Belgian-based customers from a new location in the city of Ghent (East-Flanders province). 

In addition, Abecon wants to achieve economies of scale in product development and customer support. Abecon Belgium will focus on selling, implementing and maintaining its own applications for course- and training institutes and healthcare suppliers, amongst others.

Aside from that, the IT company is launching the Abecon Evergreen solution in Belgium, because of the broad interest for that product in the Netherlands. Abecon Evergreen is a complete business solution for trading-, manufacturing- and service companies.

The goal of Abecon Belgium is to operate independently, with its own employees, having a solid knowledge of the Belgian market and its relevant segments. 

http://www.datanews.be
http://www.abecon.nl/en
Swiss company Unic establishes commercial subsidiary in Brussels
Unic, a Swiss ICT company based in Bern, has established a commercial subsidiary, Unic Benelux, in Brussels. The company, which also has operations in Austria and the Netherlands, provides functional internet-based solutions.  

http://www.unic.com/be/en/unternehmen.html
Volvo Trucks Ghent is hiring staff
Volvo Trucks Europe in Oostakker, near Ghent, is confident about the future. An investment of € 25 million, new products and a higher demand for trucks will result in a production increase in the fall and in the hiring of 200 extra employees.

The plant in Oostakker can count on the support of its Swedish management. The Ghent-based site is getting the scoop to start with production of the first heavy hybrid truck type of the Volvo Trucks Europe group, from June on. The Volvo FE Hybrid, as it is known, is the first of seven hybrid truck types that the group is commercializing over time, for 13 European countries.

The Volvo FE Hybrid is powered by a diesel engine, operating in parallel with an electric motor. Volvo Trucks’ hybrid technology has been developed to save fuel and to maximize the recycling of energy generated from braking. During acceleration, the noise level of the Volvo FE Hybrid is half that of a conventional diesel truck.

Aside from the construction of hybrid trucks, Volvo Trucks Europe in Oostakker wants to raise its production capacity for heavy trucks from 128 to 144 per day, starting after the summer holidays. That is the highest level ever in a two-shift system in the plant. For that, Volvo Trucks Europe in Oostakker is recruiting 200 extra operators, technicians and engineers. The production increase is a result of the climbing demand for trucks on the global market.

Last year, the Oostakker plant began injecting € 25 million in the improvement of production processes and in the extension of new activities, to support future growth. Oostakker produces more than 35,000 trucks per year. It is Volvo Truck's largest truck assembly plant in Europe that constructs the complete European Volvo series (except for the FH 16). 
http://www.volvotrucks.com/trucks/global/en-gb/Pages/home.aspx
Volvo Cars Ghent raises production capacity
From May onwards, Volvo Cars in Ghent will be raising its production capacity by 280 cars per week. The plant announced in March that it needs 400 extra employees to cover improving production. There still are some 200 vacancies for production operators.
This year, Volvo Cars in Ghent is hoping to equal the production record of 2005. Then, the car manufacturer produced 258,000 cars. The current improvement involves especially the larger cars S50 and XC60, but also the smaller models are thriving. 
Last year, Volvo Cars Ghent built 223,117 cars, or an increase of 23% in comparison with 2009. Main markets for Ghent are the United States, Great Britain, Sweden and Germany. In 2010, Volvo Cars Ghent brought the successful new S60 model into production.

http://www.volvocarsgent.be/en/index.htm
Siemens pioneers with global approach for e-mobility
On its site in Huizingen (Flemish Brabant province), Siemens Belgium has installed 10,000 square meters of solar panels, to supply electric company cars with energy. Around ten cars will be available for all employees for professional use by the end of this year.
The 'Volt-Air' project is the first step towards a global solution to electric mobility that the technology concern wants to offer its customers. The 'smart grid' in Huizingen is a scoop for Belgium, Siemens claims. 
Siemens has been synonymous with international focus and worldwide presence for over 160 years. Today, the concern is a global powerhouse with activities in nearly 190 countries. Roughly 405,000 employees work at 1,640 locations around the globe, including 176 R&D facilities. The concern's three main divisions are industry, energy and healthcare. Siemens Belgium employs over 2,600 people. 
http://www.siemens.be
Japan-based Fujifilm establishes regional centre in Zaventem
Japan-based Fujifilm, a provider of digital imaging products, has announced that it is due to open a new European Advanced Print Technology Centre. It will be located in Zaventem, near Brussels.
The new center will focus on demonstrating the Fujifilm portfolio of digital print solutions. The Zaventem-based state-of-the-art center comprises over 500 square meters of demonstration space. Many digital print applications will be showcased. 
Fujifilm is known as the world's biggest photographic and imaging company. Fujifilm entities operate in over 50 group companies in Europe, employing more than 5,000 people engaged in R&D, manufacturing, sales and service support. Throughout Europe they serve a range of industries, including medical, life science, graphic arts, electronic materials, chemical and photographic technologies.
http://www.fujifilm.be
German Evonik starts up new isobutene plant in Antwerp 
Evonik Industries has started up a new facility to produce high-purity isobutene at its site in Antwerp. The investment in the new plant runs into tens of millions of euros.

It can produce up to 110,000 metric tons of isobutene per year and forms part of the site's integrated C4 production platform. The investment has tripled Evonik's production capacity for isobutene, which is used in the production of rubber for the tire industry and in plastics, anti-oxidants and fine chemicals, for example.
Evonik's integrated C4 production unit in Antwerp is one of the world's leading technology platforms in this field. As a specialty chemicals group, Evonik produces high-quality starting materials and intermediates from crude C4, a by-product of ethylene and propylene production. Isobutene is produced by using a new process developed by Evonik, which is particularly eco-friendly and resource-efficient.
Evonik is an industrial group from Germany. In its core business of specialty chemicals it is a global market leader. Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In 2010 the group employed over 34,000 people.
http://www.evonik.be
Marussia in Wallonia 
Is the Walloon region soon set to welcome a new automobile assembly factory? That was the wish at least of the Walloon authorities, at the start of April, represented as part of the economic mission led by Prince Philip in Russia. 

In fact Marussia is looking for an assembly site for its future cars. Since its creation in 2007, Marussia has produced two rather sporty models. The idea is to go into competition with brands like Ferrari, introducing a more attractive pricing policy. According to estimates, these Marussia’s will sell for between € 100,000 and 120,000.

Nicolay Fomenko, director of the Russian brand, has other projects in mind. An electric version the Marussia is set to be produced and the company has been in touch with the University of Liege, which has an ad hoc research centre, to develop this technology. 
A sample of the brand’s B1 sports coupe model arrived in Liege at the end of April to determine whether its 300 horsepower petrol engine can be replaced with an electric engine. Management confirmed on 4 April their wish to see the operation undertaken in Belgium. 

Another element is also set to strengthen the links forged between the brand and Belgium. Since last year, Marussia has been the majority shareholder in the Formula 1 Marussia Virgin Racing team (formally Virgin), for whom one of the drivers is the Belgian Jérôme D’Ambriosio.

And Wallonia has another asset which is likely to make Marussia decide to set up in our country: the Spa-Francorchamps circuit. 

La Libre - 05/04/2011 

http://www.marussiamotors.ru/en/
Pole position and green light for GreenWin 
The 6th Walloon centre of competitive excellence dedicated to new environmental technologies is at the starting line. It is set to bring together no fewer than 70 businesses and should create 1,750 jobs by 2016.

This 6th centre will be run by ASBL GreenWin which is set to bring together all the French-speaking universities, the research centres (Materia Nova, the Earth and Stone Centre (Centre Terre et Pierre) and the CSTC (Scientific and Technical Construction Centre), as well as some of the heavyweights of the Walloon economy, including subsidiaries of multinationals: Arcelor Mittal, AGC Glass Europe, Holcim, Knauf, BASF, Solvay, Galactic, Shanks, Sita, etc.

The common factor will be the life cycle of the materials, “cradle to cradle” (C2C), infinitely recyclable materials or almost, in one word: eco-design. In this context, GreenWin has set objectives to reduce energy and material consumption while manufacturing materials, and to give absolute priority to renewable materials.
Research will be carried out to design new materials with longer life cycles, aimed at providing an environmental advantage (insulation, energy storage, etc.). One of the most important jobs will be the recycling, or recovery, of materials at the end of their life and waste: construction, landfill or slag waste, sludge from purification or dredging plants, biomass, farming effluents, etc. 
GreenWin believes that 1,750 new jobs will be created over the next five years, within participating businesses or new companies which will come into existence as a result of the research. The future 6th centre was set up, at the end of January, at the ULB Biopole, on the Aeropole site in Charleroi.
Some current projects

· AGC Glass Europe (Asahi Glass Company). The company has developed a range of products aimed at insulation (multiple glazing) and energy production (thermal or photovoltaic solar panels). The Japanese giant has also decided to set up its world centre for flat-glass research in Wallonia on the Aeropole site in Charleroi.
· Shanks: Minerve project. Shanks has launched a landfill research project: how to mineralise waste to turn it into a material, and how to recover the energy released by fermentation.
· Prayon: Phosbiol project. The world leader in phosphates is looking to create 2nd generation bioethanol. The Prayon project is looking to remove waste such as grass for example for use in composting. The process will use phosphoric acid, a flagship product of Prayon.
· Bétons Ronveaux: Ecopibex project. Together with other enterprises, the company has created an “exceptionally high-performance” concrete, five times lower in price than products currently on the market. This concrete makes it possible to design units with double the lifespan. 

© MICHEL DELWICHE - Le Vif l'Express – 25/02/2011
http://www.greenwin.be
Wallonia ‘Centre of Medical Innovation’ in Liege 
The result of a review on life science development strategies in the Liege region, the Centre of Medical Innovation (CIM) is a service company aimed at increasing, accelerating and securing the start of activities in the biotechnologies field through a “translational” approach, i.e. close interaction between basic and clinical research.

The aim of the company is therefore to facilitate a more rapid industrial transfer of results from cutting edge research.

The company will be set up within the Liege University Hospital and eventually move to a 1,000m² building to be constructed by 2013. At the start it will employ some fifteen highly qualified staff. It should allow the creation of around 300 jobs, through the creation of new spin-offs or start-ups.

Included in the Marshall plan through the Biowin centre of competitive excellence, the life science sector is one of Wallonia’s leading fields, as 4.7% of European biotech companies (9.8% of jobs) are located in Wallonia.

© ENTREPRENDRE TODAY - 11/04/2011 

http://clusters.wallonie.be/rechercheclinique/fr/actualites/2011-04-14-un-centre-d-innovations-medicales-wallon-a-liege.html
2. Contracts abroad for Belgian companies

Belgian group Sea-Invest signs letter of intent with Port of Gdansk Authority (Poland)
In the presence of Flemish Minister-President Kris Peeters, a new letter of intent was signed on 8 March 2011 by Sea-Invest, a Belgian port group based in Ghent, and Gdansk’s port authority.

Sea-Invest already signed two concession agreements last year with this same authority. The current concession, for a 54-hectare plot of land, will run for 30 years. Sea-Invest is going to use this land as a depot for coal and iron ore for the Polish and Central European market, and to provide tank storage for liquids. The aim is to achieve a capacity of 5 to 6 million tonnes of goods by 2013.

The Belgian concern is now going to be granted an extra 30 hectares of land, on which Sea-Invest will store goods including grain, animal feed and biomass.

http://www.lloyd.be/nieuws/id31328-SeaInvest_breidt_activiteiten_in_haven_van_Gdansk_verder_uit.html
http://www.krispeeters.be/sites/kp.warp.be/files/zending_polen_8-03-11.pdf
Twinning between the Société Wallonne des Eaux and the Algérienne des Eaux

The Société Wallonne des Eaux (SWDE) and the Algérienne des Eaux (ADE) have launched a twinning project as part of the support programme for the implementation of the Algeria-European Union association agreement (P3A).  This twinning, based on the reinforcement of ADE’s capacity to improve the quality of the water distributed by its networks, consists in sending a resident advisor of the twinning to the site for 18 months, and in carrying out expertise assignments during this period. 
The SWDE, which has been present in Algeria for six years, has committed to providing around twenty experts for the fulfilment of this mission. The purpose of this partnership consists in sharing Belgian know-how in terms of distributing quality water. Three study trips will be organised in Belgium, 57 expert assignments are scheduled and over 300 ADE employees will take part in training sessions and seminars that are provided for at national and regional level. The SWDE will focus more specifically on four particular objectives, namely reinforcing the ADE’s capacities in terms of self-monitoring, managing non-conforming drinking water (uninterrupted supply within the water distribution chain), working on the water improvement process (the aim is to reach the ISO 9001 standard) and, finally, improving communication with the authorities and the public. 
The contract for implementing the scheduled activities will commit close to € one million.
http://www.swde.be/xml/fiche__fr-FLASH-0-NBCOL-3-IDC-958-IDD--.html
Belgian company Theuma to supply the doors for the athletes’ village at 2012 Olympics in London
The Belgian firm Theuma from Bekkevoort (in the province of Flemish Brabant) is supplying the doors for the athletes’ village next year at the Olympic Games in London. The contract involves 25,000 doors, all FSC labeled.

The organizing body of the Olympic Games, determined to make the London edition the first 'green' one, is imposing strict quality standards on all the materials being used. For the doors in the athletes' village for example, it only chooses wood from legal and sustainable sources, carrying the widely-know FSC label. The Theuma door-making factory had to undergo a rigorous quality audit before it was selected as an Olympic-approved door supplier.

After London 2012 the Theuma doors will remain just where they are: the athletes' village, east of London, is designed in such a way that it can serve as a residential zone afterwards, embedded in a green environment.

Theuma is one of the leading manufacturers of wooden interior doors and steel and timber door frames in Europe. The company also provides total solutions in the field of interior door systems. 

© FSC Belgium

http://www.theuma.be
http://www.fsc.be/default.aspx?ID=336&Taal=FR
Belgian company Van Hool awarded contract for delivery of 27 hybrid buses to France 
Van Hool, a Belgian manufacturer of coaches, buses and industrial vehicles established in Lier (Koningshooikt) in the Antwerp area, has been awarded a contract by Metz Métropole. This contract concerns the delivery of 27 24-metre hybrid bi-articulated buses. These vehicles are unique in Europe in that they combine the flexibility of a bus with the efficiency of a tram. The contract is worth around € 23 million in total.

The buses will be introduced into the high quality system-to-be of Metz’s metropolitan area, christened ‘Mettis’. The project will include two busways with several branches. Works will start in May 2011 and the system will be operational as of 2013. The new buses will be fitted with hybrid technology, which means that fuel savings of between 15 and 20% will be possible compared with a conventional engine.

http://www.mobilicites.com/fr_actualites-exclusif---metz-metropole-commande-26-bus-de-24-m-a-van-hool_77_901.html
http://mettis.metzmetropole.fr
http://www.vanhool.com
Project in Gladstone, Australia, awarded to Joint Venture Dredging International Australia (DEME Group) – Van Oord 
Dredging International (Australia) Pty Ltd and Van Oord Australia Pty Ltd have been awarded the Western Basin Main Works Dredging - Parcel 5 contract in the Port of Gladstone, Queensland, Australia. The client of this AUD 260 million (€ 190 million) contract is the Queensland Gladstone Ports Corporation. The contract was signed on 4 March 2011 in Gladstone. 

Dredging International (Australia) Pty Ltd is part of the Belgian Dredging, Environmental and Marine Engineering Group DEME. Van Oord Australia Lty Ltd is part of the Dutch, Rotterdam based, dredging and offshore contractor Van Oord.


The works under Parcel 5 of the Western Basin Dredging Project (WBDD) include dredging to - 7.5 m of a 3 km access channel and several access channel ramifications as well as several berth pockets. The specific aim of the Parcel 5 dredging works is to allow early access for heavy equipment and modules to the so called Material Offloading Facilities (MOFs) on Curtis Island as well as to allow an early start of the LNG jetty construction. A total volume of about 6 million m³ will be dredged, of which about 4 million m³ will be disposed of in strictly defined disposal areas 45 km offshore. The remainder will be pumped ashore to create a provisional new port area in the Port of Gladstone.


The actual dredging works will start on 2 June 2011 and have a contractual execution period of 40 weeks. Heavy-duty dredging equipment will be mobilized to complete this important dredging assignment. 


The works represent the first stage of the Western Basin Dredging Project (WBDD) that will allow the construction of all planned LNG facilities in Gladstone.  

Only a few weeks ago, Dredging International (Australia) Pty Ltd completed the Gladstone early works dredging and Fisherman’s reclamation works, which were the prelude to this important new contract.

http://www.deme.be
Belgian company IBA signs contract with Skandionkliniken for the installation of the first centre for proton therapy in Scandinavia
IBA (Ion Beam Applications S.A.), a Belgian company with headquarters in Louvain-la-Neuve (Walloon Brabant province), develops and markets leading-edge technologies, pharmaceuticals and tailor-made solutions for healthcare with a focus on cancer diagnosis and therapy.  Leveraging on its scientific expertise, IBA is also active in the field of industrial sterilization and ionization.

IBA has signed a contract with Skandionkliniken in Uppsala with a view to installing a new proton therapy center in Sweden. This is IBA’s third proton therapy equipment order this year after the projects in Seattle, USA, and in Dresden, Germany. The contract in Sweden is valued between €50 million and €60 million. The construction of Skandionkliniken is planned to begin later this year. The first patients are expected to be treated with protons in 2015. When fully operational, around 1,000 patients will be treated each year at Skandionkliniken.
To date, IBA has been selected to install 24 proton therapy centers of which 11 are currently treating patients and 9 are under installation or construction. IBA's installations represent more than half of the clinically based proton therapy facilities in the world. 

http://group.iba-worldwide.com
New contract in the UK for Belgian engineering company Keppel Seghers
Keppel Seghers, an engineering company from Willebroek (province of Antwerp), secured a construction contract for the second phase of an Energy-from-Waste project in Runcorn, near Manchester in the United Kingdom. The contract is worth approximately €187.3 million. The installation will have the capacity to treat up 750.000 tonnes of household waste per year. Using Keppel Seghers’ Prism technology the plant will generate heat and power.  

Keppel Seghers had already been awarded the first phase of the contract. Together with Runcorn I, Runcorn II will be one of the largest waste and renewable energy projects in the UK when completed.

http://www.keppelseghers.com/pressrelease/54/Keppel_secures_S$341_million_contract_for_second_phase_of_the_Greater_Manchester_Energy-From-Waste_Project
New contract in the United States for Belgian company Agfa HealthCare
Agfa HealthCare, a Belgian company with headquarters in Mortsel near Antwerp, is a leading provider of IT-enabled clinical workflow and diagnostic imaging solutions. The US government has awarded the company a DIN-PACS III contract (Digital Imaging Network/Picture Archiving and Communications System). The contract initially runs for two years with an additional three years of options. Each year is worth a potential US$ 60 million, with a maximum contract limitation of US$ 600 million. 

Agfa HealthCare is the top supplier of the US government's DIN-PACS solutions. The contract which was signed in March 2011 is the company’s third with the US government. Under the previous two DIN-PACS contracts, Agfa HealthCare has delivered more than US$ 450 million in products and services. Over its thirteen year relationship, Agfa HealthCare has developed a strong presence across a wide range of U.S. government facilities.

http://www.agfahealthcare.com
3. General economic information about Belgium 

Belgian economy grows beyond expectations 
Data from the National Bank of Belgium (NBB) indicate that the Belgian economy closed in 2010 much higher than was expected. Economic growth for the whole year was 2.1 per cent, whereas in 2009, Belgium’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) fell by 2.7 per cent.


The recovery of economic activity last year is due the substantial rise in foreign demand: the export of goods and services rose by more than 10 per cent, i.e. more quickly than imports. 


Domestic employment grew last year by 0.6 per cent, or 28,000 units, whereas in 2009, employment decreased by 0.4 per cent.

http://www.bnb.be
Belgian exports up by 20 per cent in 2010 * 
According to the Institute for National Accounts, Belgian exports in 2010 amounted to €212.3 billion, and imports for the same period for 213.8 billion. This represents an increase of 19.6% and 16.9% respectively compared with the figures for 2009. The balance of trade for the year closed with a deficit of almost €1.5 billion. This is an improvement of around €3.8 billion compared with the balance for 2009.

Throughout 2010, export volumes rose by 10.8%, while import volumes increased by 5.7%. 

* figures based on the national concept

http://www.nbb.be/doc/DQ/F/DQ3/HISTO/EFP1012.PDF
Belgian diamond trade grows and prospers 
According to the specialist website www.antwerpfacetsonline.be, the export of Belgian cut diamonds grew in February 2011 by 51%, with imports rising by 33%.

Raw diamonds, too, performed very well, with an increase in imports of 35% and in exports of 26%.

Due to increased demand, the price of cut diamonds also rose on international markets, with favourable consequences for the Belgian sector: exports of cut diamonds generated USD 1.3 billion, compared to USD 875.3 million the year before. The export of raw diamonds brought in a further USD 232 million.

In January, too, Belgian diamonds performed very well. The strong growth of 2010 is clearly not abating.

Ari Erpstein, CEO of the Antwerp World Diamond Centre, is very pleased with the way things are developing. “Antwerp remains the ideal barometer for the world diamond sector, and indicates a healthy global diamond trade.” 

http://www.antwerpfacetsonline.be/nc/articles/single/article/antwerps-imports-and-exports-rise-strongly-again-in-february/
http://www.awdc.be
http://www.hrdantwerp.be
Belgian real-estate market among highest-performing in Europe 
Bottom of the form

According to an annual study on housing in Europe, the 2011 European Housing Review published by the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors (RICS), the European real estate market has been through difficult times but is recovering. The pace of this recovery is varying from one country to another, however. In this context, the Belgian housing market is doing well: housing prices have increased steadily over the past two years (2009 and 2010).

http://www.rics.org/ehr
Vlerick Leuven Gent Management School opens new English language Executive MBA in Moscow 
Bottom of the form

Starting in October 2011 Vlerick Leuven Gent Management School will be offering a newly designed International Executive MBA in Moscow. The School already had a part-time MBA on its St. Petersburg campus since 2005. With this new Moscow based programme Vlerick is further strengthening its position on the Russian MBA market. Vlerick is the only business school offering triple-accredited (AACSB, EQUIS and AMBA) MBA education in Russia and is the highest Financial Times ranked European Business School with a campus in Russia.

The programme is completed in 17 months. The international character of the programme is further enhanced by outstanding international faculty from Vlerick and other top schools (Harvard, London Business School, INSEAD...) in Europe, the US and Asia.

The new EMBA programme will cater for young but experienced leaders already in place or about to take on new management responsibilities. It will integrate Western management methods into the Russian business reality.

http://www.vlerick.com
Belgium scores highly in IT courses
The British leading global career and education network Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) has published the first ever international World University Rankings for Computer Science & Information Systems. The Belgian score is most encouraging.

No less than five Belgian universities feature in the top 200. This catapults Belgium into the worldwide top-10 of countries with excellent higher education programs in IT.
http://www.qs.com
Amblève soon to be site for largest production unit of bio-coal in the world
Amblève (Liege province) will soon host the largest plant worldwide for the production of bio-coal. The production unit, which is currently still in the test phase, will manufacture 42,000 tonnes per year, i.e. the equivalent of the electricity consumed by 28,000 households.

The production process is similar to roasting coffee (“torrefaction”). Wood waste is dried, light organic material is removed and the wood waste’s hydrophobic properties are increased before it is roasted. The Amblève production unit should generate the same amount of electricity as approximately 25 wind turbines.

http://www.lameuse.be/regions/verviers/2011-04-14/ambleve-la-plus-grosse-usine-de-biocharbon-du-monde-865739.shtml
Wallonia’s exports in good health again
Wallonia’s exports have increased by 20%, the sharpest increase in 10 years, bringing back Wallonia to pre-crisis levels. In the long term (1996-2010), the annual Walloon increase (+7.1%) is way ahead of the EU15 (+5.6%).


Outside the European Union, Wallonia’s share in the total foreign trade has never been as high as during the first nine months of 2010, reaching a record 22%, while in 2000 this share was only 15.4%.


As far as foreign investments are concerned, 2010 saved the day: 47 investment projects worth € 222 million, with 1,653 jobs created.
© Gérard Guillaume - L'Echo - 01/04/2011 

http://www.awex.be
Employment takes off in Wallonia
Employment prospects have not been this good in Wallonia for years. Three simultaneous studies report:

· 10% of Walloon entrepreneurs are set to take on staff between April and June, according to the Manpower barometer. “Employment prospects have not been this high in Wallonia" for eight years. Three years ago, it was a radically different scenario. 

· Unemployment figures. According to Forem (Walloon office for employment and training) statistics, a sharp fall in unemployment was recorded in the past year: -7.3%, i.e. 16,731 fewer unemployed in February this year compared to the same period last year. 
· According to the services company SD Works, the increase in employment within small and medium-sized Walloon enterprises last year was +4.3%. And between 2003 and 2008, the number of small and medium-sized Walloon enterprises increased by 10%.

© Le Soir – 08/03/2011
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